
Sussex Avenue School
HSA General Meeting Minutes
December 7, 2011

Call to Order:  9:35 am
Motion by:  Margaret Monahan

Attendance:  Margaret Monahan; Co-President, Kelly Woodworth; Co-President, Caroline Godfrey; Fundraising, Hera Pizzimenti; Volunteer Coordinator, Barbraa Durso; Secretary, Christine Sicat, Frederic Dubz, Barbara Kardaras, Diane Scarpello
Principals Report- Mr. Pete Frazzano
· The Monahan and Strelec Families donated a beautiful podium for the school.  Mr. Frazzano emphasized how much he appreciated the generous donation.  It will be used any time the children or staff needs to present to a group.
· Mr. Frazzano introduced Mr. Armington and Mr. Wise from the Safe Routes to School Program.  
· Safe Routes to School is a federal program, disbursed and administered by NJDOT.  The program promotes walking and bicycling to school through the development of new infrastructure and a combination of education, enforcement and encouragement programs.
· Benefits of the Safe Routes to School Program include providing children with more physical activity by walking or riding a bike to school.  This can lower the risk of obesity, and improve overall health.  When children exercise before school, they arrive focused and ready to learn.  Walking and bicycling to school reduces air pollution and traffic congestion around schools and neighborhoods.  Because fewer car trips mean lower greenhouse gas emissions, walking and bicycling to school also helps the environment.
· How can we start a SRTS Programs for Sussex Avenue School
· Build a SRTS Team to develop community goals, lend and coordinate SRTS efforts, and monitor the program’s effectiveness.  If you are interested in volunteering to coordinate this effort please contact Kelly Woodworth or Margaret Monahan.
· Create a School Travel Plan:
· School description
· Map of the school Neighborhood and travel corridors
· Identify working group an partnerships
· Identify walking and biking barriers and opportunities
· Goals and early actions to improve walking and/or biking
· Program evaluation and monitoring
· Evaluate existing walking and biking conditions (student/parent survey)
· Student travel to school survey
· Develop walking and/or biking school events
· Evaluate future walking and biking conditions (student/parent survey)
· Book Fair results!  Mr. Frazzano reports that this year’s book fair was one of the most successful in years!  Mrs. Amati did a fantastic job.  Thanks to Mrs. Gerrafano, and Mrs. Godfrey for their support too.  Congratulations for a job very well done!
· Mr. Frazzano wants to thank all of the Sussex avenue parents for their volunteerism, commitment to the school and hard work!
· Mr. Frazzano recognized Mrs. Bueno for her efforts on the Cultural Arts Program.  There is an immense amount of work that goes into the events to make them successful. Many thanks for all her efforts.
· December 13th Holiday Store.  Thanks to Mrs. Benvenuto and Mrs. Mairs for charring this event.
· December 15th is the 5th grade band and orchestra concert
· December 20th is the Choral Concert.  
· Quest program for the third grade students will start in January
· Technology Update: 
· 30 ipads have been purchased that are stored on ipad carts for children and classrooms to use.  There is a cart designated for each grade.
· Leslie Folmar is the lead on the technology committee for the school
· 3 Smartboards have been purchased to be used on a rotating basis for each of the classrooms
· Mr. Lewis-Lehey is the resident expert on training and supporting staff on the use of the smartboards
· Library has now been updated with Mac book Laptops
· Macbook laptop carts have been purchased with 10 laptops for teachers to sign up for, for use in classrooms
· Technology has helped students stay focused and engaged with their studies.
· Academic Afterschool has begun.  It will be held on Tuesdays/Wednesdays from 3:30-4:30.  Mrs. Esposito will teach 3rd graders, Mrs. Bruno will teach 4th graders, and Mrs. Lesson will teach 5th graders.
· Results of the homework survey are in.
· 136 Parents participated (about 50%)
· Teachers and parents seemed in sync with the scores
· Comments ranged from kids being busy with after school programs and sports, which made homework difficult, to parents who “love homework”.  
· There were an assortment of many opinions
· Mr. Frazzano promised that all comments were read by him and will be tactfully addressed to teachers that were mentioned in the comments.
· Parents were heard district-wide, and their input is valued.
· Mr. Frazzano will interoffice mail the Sussex Avenue results to the District.  All districts that took the survey will do the same.  The collaboration will be shared with the community when it is available.


Fundraising: Caroline Godfrey
· Generation Tap was a big hit.  Providence Bank Foundation funded the program with a $1000 grant.
· This years Catalog Fundraiser made $5600 for Sussex.
· Book Fair raised $2400, which was an additional $870 over the budget!  
· 
Committees: Hera Pizzimenti
· Thanks to Mrs. Naghy for her hard work on the Spooktakular event.
· Thanks to Mrs. Amati and Mrs. Godfrey for their efforts on the Book Fair
· Thanks also to Mrs. Monahan for her work on the Sussex Avenue clothing sales.

Treasurer Update: Kelly Woodworth in Tobi Goldman’s absence
· We are collecting Capri Sun Pouches to get money for the School.  BJ’s and Costco have the “no added Sugar” version for any parents looking for them.
· QSAC is under the process of reviewing schools in the district.  This organization looks at schools in the district to ensure healthy and safe learning environment for the children.  The organization will chose visit the middle school, the high school and choose one of the grade schools for their evaluation.
· During Presidents Council Meeting Dr. Ficarra spoke on HIB.  He also addressed child safety.  He must follow the Police Departments direction on all communication over the Honeywell system.  The Police Department advised that they are increasing their coverage.  He also reminds parents to report any suspicious incidents mentioned by their child.  
· Decades of Excellence will be held in May.  It is a celebration of the joining of Morristown and Morristownhip districts 40 years ago.  


Other Business: Margaret Monahan
· May 10th is the Galla at the Morris Museum celebrating “Decades of Excellence” that acknowledges the merge of the Morris and Morris Township districts.
· May 0th is an all school “Field Day” to bring all of the Morristown and Township schools together.  There will be music, artwork displays and sports demonstrations throughout the day.  It will be scheduled from 1pm-4pm at the Morristown High School Field.  We need parent volunteers to organize and support this event.
· December 9th will be the set up for the Holiday store and concert
· MEF Holiday teacher tributes are available.  This is a way to honor teachers, staff and bus drivers for their hard work and dedication.
· December 17th is the Morristown’s Got Talent Tryouts.
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