SNAP 

In 2006, then 15-year-old Matthew Certner created Sports Clinics for Children with Special Needs after being inspired by close family friends.  In an attempt to create a new culture of acceptance, Matthew created this sports clinic, which taught fundamental skills of several sports while also promoting improved communication and teamwork skills. Four Years later, Matthew and his younger brother Zachary expanded their mission and created SNAP a non-profit organization.  
     Zachary, a freshman at Morristown High School and President of SNAP (Special Needs Athletic Programs), created sensitivity training programs and has been leading them at local elementary schools in Morristown and hopefully though out the state of NJ. His interactive “kids helping kids” approach involves a forty minute workshop with third, fourth and fifth grade students that allows them to experience firsthand the challenges faced by their classmates with special needs, including autism, dyslexia, and physical disabilities.  Through the use of blindfolds, balance balls, and other techniques, Certner and other high school mentors are able to show their fellow students what it is like to live with a variety of impairments. He reminds them that even though they may be able to take off the blindfolds or speak and read normally when the exercise is over, millions of children cannot.
“The strength of the training is that it is hands on, with the students being immersed in the world of special needs children …We found that the students who were trained immediately invited the students with special needs to have lunch with them. They picked the children as buddies in our
school sports and social activities,” said Peter Frazzano, Principal of SussexAvenue School, where over 500 students took part in Cerner’s highly successful pilot program.
“He hopes that one day, all schools will have his mandatory training in place to give students the sufficient education needed to prevent bullying and to create a friendly environment for all,” said
Certner. “Every kid deserves acceptance.”  This year he has successfully trained all the 3-5th graders in the Morristown School District ( over 1000 children)   Zachary serves as a motivational speaker to groups at Special Needs Conferences, Rotary meetings, National Honor Societies, as well as Girl Scout organizations on how his peers can impact the special needs community.
 
Most recently SNAP has expanded and is running clinics in Tae Kwon Do, swimming, soccer and golf as well as in-school and after-school buddy programs.  These programs have educated children on what it means to have special needs, especially autism, and how to interact with those affected in order to form meaningful relationships. For the special needs children these clinics allow them to interact with peers and learn fundamentals of sports. To date Zachary has raised over $35,000 to help him with his mission to educate his peers, community, and continue to create a culture of acceptance in his community.
If you would like to read more about SNAP please go to www.snapclinics.org or contact Zachary at snapclinics@gmail.com to see how you can get involved.
 

